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A remarkable bifid aculeus in Androctonus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826)
from central Algeria (Scorpiones: Buthidae)
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Abstract: An adult female of the buthid scorpion Androctonus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826) from a palm grove of Ghardaia region
(central Algeria) having a bifid aculeus (double aculeus) is recorded. This type of malformation of the telson has not been previous-

ly reported for this species.
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Notable aculeo bifido en Androctonus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826), de Argelia central (Scorpiones: Buthidae)
Resumen: Se registra una hembra adulta del escorpion butido Androctonus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826), procedente de un palmar
en la regién de Ghardaia, Argelia central, que tiene el telson con doble aculeo. Este tipo de malformacion no se habia reportado

previamente en esta especie.

Palabras clave: Scorpiones, Buthidae, telson anémalo, Argelia.

Developmental anomalies are well known in scorpions (Polis,
1990). Many cases of malformations have been recorded in various
scorpion families (Galvis & Flérez, 2016). But, the teratological
malformation of the telson was reported only in Buthidae (Dupré &
Legangueux, 1999). For the genus Androctonus Ehrenberg, 1828
(Buthidae) with more than 29 species (Rein, 2021), this malfor-
mation of the telson was reported only in A. australis (Linnaeus,
1758) with double aculeus (Sergent, 1942) and with triple aculeus
(Sergent, 1946).

In this note, we describe a new telson teratology in Androcto-
nus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826) with a double aculeus. This species
has a very wide distribution in Algeria (Vachon, 1952) and it is
considered as the biggest scorpion in Algeria (Sadine ez al. 2020). It
also is the most abundant scorpion species in Ghardaia region, with

more than 42.05% (Sadine, 2018) and it is generally found on sandy,
gravelly and stony grounds (Sadine et al., 2018).

This female was found in its natural biotope (palm grove),
with a normal body (prosoma, mesosoma and appendages normal).
This malformation has been only on telson (Fig. 1) with a double
aculeus (Fig 2-3). The specimen examined is an adult female with a
medium seize. As mentioned by Galvis & Florez (2016), this mal-
formation might does not cause a problem in hunting prey, because
they big scorpion can hunt prey without using the telson

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Androctonus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826).
Algeria, region of Ghardaia (32°18°N, 003° 33’E), in Palm grove,
530 m, April/2021, female adult. Specimen is deposited in Laborato-
ry of Zoology, University of Ghardaia, Algeria.

Fig. 1-3. Androctonus amoreuxi (Audouin, 1826), female from region of Ghardaia, Algeria, showing double aculeus. 1, Segment V and
telson, lateral view, 2-3, telson in ventral (2) and lateral (3) view.
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